
Modern Look. Ancient Craft



Wallpaper* is for the second time teaming up with 
AfghanMade Carpets, now part of Turquoise Mountain,  
to showcase a new collection of handmade rugs from 
Afghanistan, including works by Scholten & Baijings, 
Junpei Tamaki, Christophe Pillet and Fredrikson Stallard, 
all commissioned by Wallpaper* editors.
The exhibition, curated and designed by Wallpaper*, 
features contemporary pieces from eight rug companies: 
Christopher Farr, Amini Carpets, Nodus, Nanimarquina, 
Dandelion, Ignacio Larrain Alfombras and Wool & Silk 
Rugs. Through expert training, AfghanMade Carpets  
has brought contemporary designs to Afghanistan, 
challenging local craftsmen to reproduce lines, shapes  
and concepts completely new to them.

Wallpaper* 
AfghanMade
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01. 
Christopher Farr 
Kim Thome 
‘Twenty-five % Rug’ 
 
This rug combines a human touch and the 
use of computer-generated graphics. The 
design, by London-based Norwegian Thome, 
results from a physical approach to pattern-
making and a process of creating colour by 
passing light through layered cinematic gels. 

 
02. 
Ignacio Larrain Alfombras 
Francesco Rota 
‘Optic’
Italian designer Rota’s two trapezoidal rugs 
combine playfully to create different 
geometric compositions depending on how 
they are arranged. Inspired by kinetic art, 
with graphic patterns and clean lines, the 
design gives an illusion of movement. 

 
03. 
Amini Carpets 
Lluís Lleó 
‘Se Adelgaza el Tiempo’ 
 
Lluís Lleó is a self-taught, fourth-generation 
painter who grew up immersed in the 
classical history of painting and the 
spectacular medieval frescoes found in rural 
churches and chapels across the Spanish 
countryside. Much of his contemporary work 
references this tradition, while at the same 
time exhibiting a compelling desire to release 
the fresco aesthetic from the confines of 
architecture and bring it to life as a three-
dimensional, experiential object. 
 

04. 
Dandelion 
Junpei & Iori Tamaki 
‘Pearl of Desert’ 
 
The inspiration for this rug, by the duo 
behind Tamaki Design Studio, came  
from the Afghan lake, Band-e-Amir,  
which they likened to a pearl of the desert. 
The two contradictory elements of aridity 
and moisture are expressed by the  
interwoven colours.  

 
05. 
Wool & Silk Rugs 
Christophe Pillet 
‘Untitled’  
 
‘A simple hand graph becomes highly  
precious because of its execution by a master 
craftsman,’ says Paris-based designer Pillet. 
‘The object for me was not to produce a nice 
pattern but to reveal the expertise of the rug 
master through a basic design.’ 

 
06. 
Nodus 
Jaime Hayon 
‘Afghan Folklore’ 
 
Inspired by vibrant Afghan culture, its 
beautiful dresses, traditional patterns and 
musical instruments, this design taps into  
the country’s tapestry techniques, with sharp 
detail down to the last thread. ‘With this  
new collaboration, I hope to bring happiness 
to living spaces with the joyful imagery  
of Afghan folklore and the craftsmanship  
of the country’s artisans,’ says Spanish 
designer Hayon. 
 

07. 
Amini Carpets 
Lluís Lleó 
‘Mermouz’ 
 
Artist Lluís Lleó’s second rug in the series. 
Much of his contemporary work references 
the Spanish fresco tradition (see 03.). 

 
08. 
Tuquoise Mountain 
Tony Chambers, Wallpaper* 
‘The Printer’s Rug’ 
 
Wallpaper* editor-in-chief Chambers revisited  
a book project he completed nearly 30 years 
ago when at Central Saint Martins School of 
Art. With technology transforming the 
printing process in the 1980s and making 
traditional techniques redundant, Chambers 
made a series of prints of every element in the 
school’s letterpress printing room. For 
AfghanMade, he selected one of the prints to 
be reproduced as a rug, thus celebrating the 
skills of the forgotten craft of letterpress. 

 
09. 
Amini Carpets 
Scholten & Baijings 
‘Afghanistan Blend’ 
 
Dutch design duo Scholten & Baijings say of 
their design: ‘The key to producing superior 
products in colour is to work with companies 
and craftspeople such as Amini Carpets that 
are open to experimentation and innovation.’ 
 

10. 
Nanimarquina 
Nani Marquina 
‘Hat’ 
 
‘The inspiration was literally on my head!’  
says company founder Nani Marquina of  
her design. ‘The straw hat I’d been wearing  
all summer represented the simplicity we 
were looking for.’ From above, the hat is seen 
as unequal concentric circles, a mixture of 
braided textures in straw and black tones. 
The world of basketry sparked an interest  
in Marquina, representing the values of 
tradition and craftsmanship similar to those 
found in rug-weaving. 

 
11 .  
Christopher Farr  
Fredrikson Stallard 
Palais de Tokyo 
 
Its weave evoking a snapshot of the urban 
decay of Paris’ Palais de Tokyo – a broken 
paving slab, a footprint – this rug is a 
recording of time and consequence, surfaces 
and textures. The unique qualities of Afghan 
wool bring a complex, silky texture to the 
predominately dark charcoal-tinted rug.



Afghanistan’s centuries-old rug industry has some of the most highly 
skilled weavers in the world. Hand-knotted rugs are the country’s  
largest legal export and more than one million Afghans work directly  
or indirectly in the industry supply chain.

Afghanistan’s  
rug industry

Well into the 1980s, the patterns and quality of Afghan rugs remained 
virtually unchanged from the previous century, as local producers had 
minimal exposure to outside influences. Even today, Afghans maintain  
their traditions and continue to create rugs that are entirely handmade, 
from carding to spinning to weaving.  Recently, however, the country’s  
rugs have become some of the world’s most modern and versatile as they 
embrace contemporary designs and colours.



Amini Carpets
Amini Carpets is the contemporary  
arm of ABC Italia. In 1962, young  
carpet expert Sultan Amini, a  
passionate supporter of the indigenous 
craftsmanship of his country, founded 
the Amini Brothers Company (ABC)  
in Herat, Afghanistan. Since then,  
ABC has produced rugs and kilims 
locally, exporting to Europe and the  
rest of the world. ABC hopes the 
AfghanMade Carpets initiative will  
give both producers and importers 
stability and security. 
abc-oriental.com

Christopher Farr
This UK company and its eponymous 
founder are always keen to work in  
new areas to enhance the brand’s 
collection of rugs and textiles.  
Former antique rug dealer Farr is  
very familiar with Afghanistan’s history 
of producing great weavings. As part  
of the AfghanMade Carpets initiative, 
he hopes that Afghan rug-making and 
the industry’s highly skilled artisans  
can regain their place at the forefront  
of the decorative arts scene.
christopherfarr.com

Dandelion
Dandelion was founded as an artistic 
space that cultivates ‘hope, imagination 
and love to provide meaningful 
opportunity’. Its pieces represent 
unique synergies between artists and 
craftsmen from diverse walks of life 

striving for positive change. The New 
York-based company challenges the 
limitations of textiles to create rugs  
that transcend beauty and inspire peace. 
dandelionrugs.com

Ignacio Larrain Alfombras
Founded in 1988 by twin brothers  
Pablo and Ignacio Larrain, the Santiago-
based company began by selling antique 
rugs before moving into producing 
contemporary rugs by its own designers. 
Today, Ignacio Larrain Alfombras is  
a byword for good taste and a 
trendsetter for rugs in Chile. Three 
years ago it joined the AfghanMade 
Carpets initiative, adding Afghanistan 
to its roster of producers, alongside 
Nepal and Pakistan. ‘Afghanistan has 
proven a great addition. It allows us to 
successfully put together cutting-edge 
design with top class manufacturing,’ 
say the twins. 
alfombraslarrain.com 

Nanimarquina
Tradition and origin are key concerns  
in Nanimarquina’s production. The 
Spanish rug manufacturer has always 
travelled to countries where crafts  
have a great value and form the basis  
of production. It strives to discover 
authentic techniques for developing  
its innovative designs through projects 
such as AfghanMade Carpets.
nanimarquina.com

Nodus 
Italian manufacturer Nodus joined  
the AfghanMade initiative because  
it strongly believes in preserving the  
art of rug-making. For this particular 
project, Nodus wanted to combine 
ancient Afghan tradition and craft  
with the most daring interpretations  
of contemporary design. Employing the 
techniques used to make dhurries and 
hand-knotted rugs, the company has 
ensured its contribution to the project 
is 100 per cent handmade.
nodusrug.com

Wool & Silk Rugs
Striving to create colourful, provocative 
designs, with influences ranging from 
Asian tapestry to modern architecture, 
Wool & Silk Rugs offers a broad 
selection of hand-knotted rugs. 
Founded in 2010 in New Jersey by artist 
Erbil Tezcan, it constantly explores  
new directions, and has contemporary 
collections produced in Nepal and 
Afghanistan. Tezcan’s love of design  
and colour and his industry knowledge 
are a winning formula.
woolandsilkrugs.com

Participating  
rug companies

About Turquoise Mountain

Turquoise Mountain is a non-profit, 
non-governmental organisation 
regenerating the Old City of Kabul, 
reviving Afghan arts and architecture, 
and creating jobs, skills and a renewed 
sense of national pride for Afghans. 
Turquoise Mountain has established the 
National Institute for Afghan Arts and 
Architecture, which is training a new 
generation of craftsmen in jewellery-
making, calligraphy, ceramics, and 
woodwork. Over the next five years 
Turquoise Mountain aims to transform 
the lives of 5,000 Afghan artisans by 
bringing their high-end products to 
international markets, including a 
range of contemporary design-led rugs 
through its partner AfghanMade.

turquoisemountain.org

Turquoise Mountain 
Managing Director 
Tommy Wide 
T: +93 790 66251 
E: tommy@turquoisemountain.org

Program Manager,  
AfghanMade Carpets  
Lisa Sanchez  
T: +1 571 458 6246 
E: lisa.sanchez11@gmail.com

Wallpaper* 
Blue Fin Building 
110 Southwark St 
London  SE1 0SU 
T +44 (0)20 3148 5000  
E: contact@wallpaper.com

For press images,  
see Wallpaper.com/press




